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vidual. It has become a national vice. When I cited Mr. Tyagi,
his case was merely the latest illustration of that vice. As I
have explained before now, bad as the Moplah madness is,
the fact of -others having submitted to the madness is worse.
Why did they live to tell the tale of their forcible conversions?
Nobody can keep our religion for us. Each one of us man or
woman must be one's own defender, God who has given us reli-
gion has given also the power of defending it. Everyone has not
the power to strike; all, the lame, the blind and the dumb have
the power to die. The cowardly assault by the magistrate was an
attack on Mr. Tyagi's manhood and therefore his religion. By
some act of his, be it called defiance, impudence, insolence, he ought
to have invited more slaps and "created a peaceful scene*'. This
would have been truest non-co-operation. But I do not blame
Mr. Tyagi or anybody. Manliness has been deliberately killed
out of us. And we have been disarmed into mute submission. As
the author of non-violence in its modern presentation I am
anxious to guard myself against our weakness being apotheosized.
I would far rather not shower congratulations for bravery till we
are positive about it. For the rest, we have every reason to be
thankful for the progress we have made in shedding our fear and
awe of authority. Non-co-operation arms both the weak and the
strong with a powerful weapon. And I should not be ashamed of
our submission to insults even out of weakness so long as we rea-
lized that it was due to weakness and attempted every time to
outgrow it.
Babu Bhagwandas is curious to know what could be worse
than fear. I had in mind cowardice.
It is curious to note that whilst Babu Bhagwandas has in
view of Mr. Tyagi's statement and in ignorance of my amends,
rightly protested against my condemnation of weakness I hastily
inferred in Mr. Tyagi's case, Maulana Mahomed Ali has, as will
appear from his letter1 printed elsewhere, energetically protested
against his action being called a defiance. The word "defence"
occurring in my-notes at the end was a misprint for "defiance".2 These
protests are to me most welcome signs of the national desire to be
correct to a fault. The Maulana will not appropriate even credit
for an act which might, judged from the highest standard, be consi-
dered a breach of culture, and Babu Bhagwandas will not let me
impute fearsomeness to an act which might be capable of being
1  Vide "A Gaol Letter5', 27-10-1921.
2 Vide "Notes", 13-10-1921, under the sub-title "Their Inconsistency".